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SUB J : MARCOS RESPONDS TO OPPOSITION DEMANDS 

REF::MANILA 1747 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: DURING CAUCUS OF NACIONALISTA PARTY LEADERS 
FEBRUARY 1 (REPORTED SEPTEL), PRESIDENT MARCOS COMMENTED PUBLICLY 
ON EACH OF LIBERAL PARTY'S TEN PRECONDITIONS FOR PARTICIPATION 

IN APRIL 2 ELECTION (REFTEL). MARCOS AGREED TO ONE DEMAND, 

REJECTED THREE (INCLUDING BLOC VOTING), AND ASSERTED THE OTHER SIX 
ARE ALREADY ASSURED BY LAW. MARCOS ADDED THAT HE WAS DELAYING 
SIGNING THE ELECTION CODE TO ALLOW FURTHER STUDY, BUT WOULD HAVE 
TO SIGN IT BEFORE FEBRUARY 7 IN ORDER TO ALLOW TIME FOR 
CANDIDATE REGISTRATION BEFORE FEBRUARY 14. 

2. MEANWHILE, OPPOSITION LEADERS JERRY ROXAS AND JOVITO 
SALONGA MET SEPARATELY WITH REPORTERS FEBRUARY 1. ROXAS, 
ACCORDING TO BULLETIN TODAY, SAID LP IS READY TO FIELD 
CANDIDATES IN ALL REGIONS IF ITS DEMANDS ARE MET. HE ADDED 
THAT MARCOS SHOULD FORMALLY FIX A TENURE FOR THE IBP; 

OTHERWISE, IF THE IBP IS DISSOLVED IN A FEW MONTHS, 

"THIS WOULD BE A VERY EXPENSIVE POLITICAL EXERCISE." 

SALONGA TOLD DAILY EXPRESS THAT IF LP DEMANDS ARE MET, 
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HE WILL HEAD THE METRO-MANILA SLATE, AQUINO WILL HEAD 
THE CENTRAL LUZON SLATE AND ROXAS WILL HEAD THE WESTERN 
VISAYAS TICKET. HE SAID AQUINO AGREES "100 PERCENT" WITH 
LP'S LIST OF DEMANDS. TIMES JOURNAL QUOTES SALONGA AS 
SAYING THAT IF LP DEMANDS ARE MET HALF-WAY. STEERING 
COMMITTEE WHICH HE HEADS WILL MEET TO DECIDE WHAT TO DO. 

END SUMMARY. 
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3. FOLLOWING ARE PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS ON SPECIFIC LP 
DEMANDS, AS REPORTED IN MANILA DAILIES: 

A) REMOVE BLOC VOTING: MARCOS INSISTED BLOC VOTING WAS 
NECESSARY SO AS NOT TO DISENFRANCHISE THE ONE-HALF OF 
POPULATION LIVING IN SMALL PROVINCES. HOWEVER, BECAUSE 

HE HAS RECEIVED MANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THE MANNER OF VOTING, 
HE IS DEFERRING SIGNING THE ELECTION CODE. HE ANNOUNCED 
FORMATION OF A COMMITTEE HEADED BY SOLICITOR GENERAL 
MENDOZA TO STUDY "THE MANNER OF VOTING" AND REPORT TO HIM 
WITHIN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS. OTHER COMMITTEE MEMBERS ARE 
JUSTIC SECRETARY ABAD SANTOS, DEFENSE SECRETARY ENRILE, 
FORMER VICE PRESIDENT PELAEZ AND FORMER SENATOR TOLENTINO. 
(COMMENT: ALTHOUGH MARCOS' NEGATIVE REPLY INDICATES HE 
WILL RETAIN BLOC VOTING, FORMATION OF THE COMMITTEE IMPLIES 
HE MIGHT ALLOW SOME MODIFICATIONS.) 

B) RESTORE FREEDOMS: MARCOS SAID HE COULD NOT ACCEPT 
THE OPPOSITION VIEW THAT THESE FREEDOMS DON'T EXIST 
NOW. HE SAID SOME DEMONSTRATIONS, EVEN THOSE ORGANIZED 
BY SUBVERSIVES, HAVE BEEN PERMITTED, AND THAT POLICE 
RESTRICTIONS ON DEMONSTRATIONS ARE PRIMARILY FOR TRAFFIC 
REGULATION. 

C) CAMPAIGN PERIOD: MARCOS SAID HE HAD ALREADY EXTENDED 
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THE CAMPAIGN PERIOD FOR 30 DAYS TO 45, WHICH IS "QUITE 
SUFFICIENT." MOREOVER. HE SAID, HE ANNOUNCED THE ELECTION 
DATE ON JANUARY 15 PRECISELY TO ALLOW MORE TIME FOR 
PREPARATION. 

D) ABOLISH "INSTANT" VOTER REGISTRATION: MARCOS REPORTEDLY 
SAID, "IF NECESSARY, NO PROBLEM. SURE." HE ADDED THAT 
SPECIAL DAYS FOR REGISTRATION COULD BE ESTABLISHED BEFORE 
APRIL 2. 

E) NON-PARTISAN SUPERVISION OF POLLING PLACES: MARCOS 
SAID NON-PARTISANSHIP IS ASSURED BY LAW, BUT HE REFUSED 

TO MEET LP DEMAND THAT ALL THREE MEMBERS OF POLLING PLACE 
CITIZENS COMMITTEE BE SCHOOL TEACHERS. HE SAID ONE MEMBER IS 
A BARANGAY OFFICIAL IN ORDER TO IDENTIFY THE VOTERS. 

F) CONFINE TROOPS TO BARRACKS: MARCOS SAID THIS IS ALREADY 
DONE. IF NECESSARY, HE ADDED, HE MAY SET UP POLLS AT THE 
BARRACKS; OTHERWISE TROOPS WILL BE LET OUT ONLY TO VOTE. 

G) PROVIDE ALL PARTIES WITH ADVANCE PRECINCT RETURNS: 
MARCOS SAID THIS IS PROVIDED IN THE ELECTION CODE. 
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H) ALLOW OPPOSITION PARTICIPATION IN PRINTING OF BALLOTS: 
MARCOS SAID THIS IS BEING DONE. (COMMENT: SALONGA 

TOLD EMBOFF JANUARY 31 THAT COMELEC IS ALREADY PRINTING 
BALLOTS IN SMALL PRINT SHOPS, WHICH WILL BE USED FOR 
STUFFING.) 

I) REQUIRE OFFICIALS WHO ARE CANDIDATES TO RESIGN: MARCOS 
SAID THAT CABINET MEMBERS SHOULD NOT RESIGN THEIR POSITIONS 
UNDER THE PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM. HE SAID LOCAL OFFICIALS 
WHO CHOOSE TO RUN ARE REQUIRED TO GO ON LEAVE WHEN THEY 
ANNOUNCE THEIR CANDIDACY. 

J) STOP PUBLIC WORKS SPENDING AND DOLE-OUTS DURING CAMPAIGN: 
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MARCOS SAID THIS WAS IMPOSSIBLE, BUT THE OPPOSITION WAS 
WELCOME TO OBSERVE THE SPENDING OF PUBLIC FUNDS. DURING 
THE CURRENT DRY SEASON, HE SAID, CONSTRUCTION WORK MUST 
CONTINUE. MOREOVER, CONSTRUCTION MUST CONTINUE BECAUSE 
FOREIGN LOANS FOR SOME PROJECTS MUST BE PAID. HE CALLED 
THIS DEMAND AN EXAMPLE OF "OLD SOCIETY THINKING." 

NEWSOM 
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